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Technology in terms you understand. Sign up for the Confident Computing newsletter for weekly solutions to make your life easier. Click here and get The Ask Leo! Guide to Staying Safe on the Internet — FREE Edition as my thank you for subscribing!







	
					
				How Do I Get PDF Files to Open Inside My Browser? Or Not?
		
			
by Leo A. Notenboom


Configuring where PDF documents on the web should be displayed - within your browser or not - turns out to be somewhat tricky. I'll look at the options.


		

		



 



			
			
		
			Question: 

There are forums full of questions relating to “my pc will not open pdf’s in browsers although I have Adobe Reader v9 as suggested in the resulting error message”. I have this issue as well.






There are forums full of almost any question you can think of, easily answered or not. 

This one falls into the “surprisingly complex to answer” category.

Personally I hate having PDFs open within the browser. I find that the PDF reading application, like Foxit, Acrobat or others, generally provide me much more control over how the document is presented in turn making it much easier for me to read.

It’s one of the first things I change when I configure a browser.

But, of course, not everyone feels the way I do.
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The Two Options

For those who aren’t familiar, I should probably review what I’m talking about.

PDF, or Portable Document Format, files are just that – individual files that contain a document designed to be easily viewed just about anywhere.

They require that you have a PDF reader of some sort installed. Most common is Adobe Acrobat Reader, though there are others such as Foxit Reader.

The “normal” approach to reading a PDF file that’s presented to you on a web page is to click on the link to the PDF, download it to your machine and then run the PDF reading application as a separate Window to open and read the document:



Here you can see Internet Explorer opened to the Internet Safety eBook download page, and Adobe Acrobat Reader with the document open in the foreground. When you click on the link to the PDF on the web page, the document is downloaded, either to a location of your choosing or the internet temporary files location, and then opened outside of the browser in the separate PDF reading application. (The way I like it.)

The alternative is this:



In this case, the adobe reader operates as an add-on within Internet Explorer, and displays the document within IE – almost treating it as if it were another web page, which of course it isn’t really. When you click on the link to the PDF the document is downloaded, this time almost certainly to the internet temporary files location, and the Adobe Reader addon opens the file displaying it within Internet Explorer.

You can tell this is a PDF document opened in an addon because of the additional PDF navigation controls at the top of the display window:



This is, apparently, the way others apparently like it. 

The problem is that depending on which browser you use and which PDF reader you choose the setting you need to change may be in either, or both. You may also need to select additional options when installing the PDF reader to make sure that the options are even available.

Setting the Default with Adobe

When you use Adobe Reader, the option on where to display is a setting within Adobe, not within the browser.

Fire up Adobe Reader – you should find it in your Start menu. Once it’s open, click on Adobe’s Edit menu, and then the Preferences… menu item. On the left of the resulting Preferences… dialog box is a long list of categories; click on Internet



Check, or uncheck, the Display PDF in Browser as you wish. (If it doesn’t take effect immediately, you may need to close and restart the browser.)

FireFox

When using FireFox it’s easiest to control what happens in Firefox itself.

Click on FireFox’s Tools menu, Options menu item, and then in the resulting Options dialog, the Applications tab. Near the top, if you have Adobe Acrobat installed, you’ll see “Adobe Acrobat document”. Click on the drop down menu to its left:



Click on “Use Adobe Reader” if you want PDFs to be displayed outside of the browser, or “Use Adobe Acrobat (in Firefox)” if you want PDFs to be displayed within the browser.

FoxIt Reader

If instead of Adobe Acrobat you happen to use Foxit Reader, your options are similar. If you use Internet Explorer then run Foxit Reader, click on Tools and then Preferences and then click on the Internet category on the left:



Check, or not, “Display PDF in Browser” as you wish.

If you’re using Firefox and Foxit, we return to Firefox’s options exactly as before, except this time we look for “PDF Document” (or, in some cases “application/pdf”) and choose the setting for that:



Other Readers, Other “Gotcha’s”

As you can see, the setting may be in the browser itself, or in the PDF reader. With that, if things aren’t working as you expect, make sure to check both, if both are available.

If things aren’t working as expected, also make sure that the PDF Reader you choose is set to be the default reader. Some will check on startup and tell you, others will have an option, others will actually require that you uninstall all other readers and perhaps reinstall the one you want as the default.

And finally, the ability to display within your browser may be an additional option you need to select when you install your PDF reader.

Bottom line: it’s a bit of black magic to get things configured the way you want, particularly if you have several browsers and readers installed. But with the various places to look I’ve covered you should be able to get things set to your preferences.
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I'll see you there!
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Leo Who?

I'm Leo Notenboom and I've been playing with computers since I took a required programming class in 1976. I spent over 18 years as a software engineer at Microsoft, and "retired" in 2001. I started Ask Leo! in 2003 as a place to help you find answers and become more confident using all this amazing technology at our fingertips. More about Leo.


















	



			
				

	17 comments on “How Do I Get PDF Files to Open Inside My Browser? Or Not?”

			
			
				
										
						
							Rege						


													
																	
										October 3, 2010 at 6:29 am									
															

												


									

				
					Another option is to use Nitro’s PDF Download extention for FF. When you click on a PDF link, a window opens which allows you to select how you want to view the PDF. 
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							Rick van Vliet						


													
																	
										October 3, 2010 at 11:50 am									
															

												


									

				
					Does anyone know of any way for web publishers to help make that decision when a PDF is posted in a web page? Or is it strictly the visitor’s settings that control this? I usually publish a PDF, with a target=”blank”, so a new browser window opens with the PDF, but it’s still usually the browser that opens for the visitor.

No. This is a user-level option, not something that a web site author can control.
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							Mark Jacobs (Team Leo)						


													
																	
										October 5, 2010 at 9:51 am									
															

												


									

				
					@ Rick I solve that problem by zipping my pdf files before posting them. (I assume my visitors prefer to download than to open them.) It’s also good for other files especially exe’s and even xlx, doc and pdf when people’s browsers insist on opening them in Word.
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							Philip						


													
																	
										October 5, 2010 at 5:21 pm									
															

												


									

				
					I changed mine by opening properties on one PDF file and changing the preferences from opening with internet explorer to Adobe reader. It changed them all.
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							Sandy Smith						


													
																	
										October 5, 2010 at 9:09 pm									
															

												


									

				
					I actually like it to open in the browser.  It saves me “clicks” and opening another program as most times it’s just my statement for a credit card and I am only viewing 1 or 2 pages… But to each his own — we should all be glad this is one time we have “choice” as to user preference, when too many times we don’t.
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							Terry Hollett						


													
																	
										October 6, 2010 at 3:05 am									
															

												


									

				
					In Opera: Tools>Preferences>Advanced>Downloads – then type in pdf in Quick Search. Click on application/pdf then click on Edit. Check Save to disc
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							Ron						


													
																	
										October 6, 2010 at 3:12 am									
															

												


									

				
					Leo

Your suggestion above does not work for me. I need the web address of the pdf to post a link to it. I am using adobe 9 and Internet Explorer 64bit. No matter what I do I cannot open pdf documents in the browser so that I can copy the address. I have not had the same problem with Internet Explorer 32bit!

Regards

Reply				

			
			
	
			
				
										
						
							Big Geek Daddy						


													
																	
										October 6, 2010 at 5:26 am									
															

												


									

				
					You just solved an annoying PDF problem for me with this article.  Changed my setting in Firefox to “Save File” and now PDF’s download with Foxit Reader instead of trying to open in a new tab.
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							Peter Mackin						


													
																	
										October 9, 2010 at 6:45 pm									
															

												


									

				
					@Ron,

Another way to get what you want is to right click on the PDF’s link on the web page.  Select “properties” and then in the window that opens you can copy the URL of the PDF from there.  You should be able to use that URL as the link you want in your post.

Regards,

Peter
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							Herb						


													
																	
										March 8, 2011 at 5:42 pm									
															

												


									

				
					Thanks for your help. Problem solved.
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							Bev Stevens						


													
																	
										September 28, 2011 at 6:34 am									
															

												


									

				
					Excellent! Although, as in my case, instead of “Internet” under the “Preferences” for Foxit Reader, the option to “Display a PDF in browser” was found under “File Associations”. Thank you, so much – I have been pulling my hair out!
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							steven						


													
																	
										March 2, 2012 at 7:09 am									
															

												


									

				
					I’ve installed firefox. I’ve enabled and disabled and plugged-in and added-on and crap!!! I’ve uninstalled and installed reader, flash 1 million and 1, yelled and kicked the god-damn- @@@!!? …And the only way to open pdf in reader is to unistall word! Works lovely now but I need a word processor?? Any thoughts
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							WebLady						


													
																	
										March 17, 2012 at 3:53 pm									
															

												


									

				
					Awesome solution! Works perfect. Now I use Firefox and Foxit as my default PDF reader.  I no longer get those errors when I used Adobe’s reader. When I click on the pdf links, they come up nice and smooth. No more errors! Thank you so much for your website and this posting.  It really helped.Thanks Leo!
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							Reid						


													
																	
										March 22, 2013 at 10:03 am									
															

												


									

				
					This got me started but my problem was resolved by locating “Portable Document Format” and changing the drop-down under “action” on the right side to “Use Adobe Reader (default).”  This solved the problem completely.
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							wilma smith						


													
																	
										December 22, 2014 at 8:10 pm									
															

												


									

				
					I have a problem with email back ground cards sending them. you have to down load which I tried, all email address are right. they say invalid, sometimes they will go through, some don’t. when I tried to click on install[which I don’t want to] than run and save comes up which do I want. I am assuming my provider is not comparability  with their web. what can be done for me to send email cards to people.
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							jjtobako						


													
																	
										November 7, 2015 at 12:38 pm									
															

												


									

				
					No longer valid – Adobe Acrobat no longer has the ‘open in browser’ option
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							Cas Ashworth						


													
																	
										August 7, 2016 at 11:04 pm									
															

												


									

				
					Been trying for a while to figure out how to auto-open pdf files in IE.11 on laptop and with Foxit reader as default. The Foxit “preferences” set up has changed since this article was written, but Bev Stevens mentioned go to File Associations.  So whilst in IE browser, opened a pdf file link with Foxit, then to > File > Preferences > File Associations. All I see there is “Make Foxit Reader the default PDF viewer” – clicked on that button, then (….don’t know whether this was necessary but…) ticked a box “always perform check when starting Foxit Reader”. Now the problem miraculously seems to be solved. All pdf files links on web-pages are now opening inside browser. Thanks so much for the guidance!

Reply				

			
			



		



 



	
		



Leave a reply: 


Before commenting please:

	Read the article.
	Comment on the article.
	No personal information.
	No spam.


Comments violating those rules will be removed. Comments that don't add value will be removed, including off-topic or content-free comments, or comments that look even a little bit like spam. All comments containing links and certain keywords will be moderated before publication.

I want comments to be valuable for everyone, including those who come later and take the time to read.
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Written by a real human.
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Stay Informed!


Each week I publish the Confident Computing newsletter, where you’ll find more tools, tips, tricks, answers, and solutions to help you navigate today’s complex world of technology.
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You can view the most recent issue here.

	




	






				
				
					
							
			Ask!
	Most Referred-to Articles
	Most Important Articles
	Most Recent Articles
	Glossary
	Facebook
	Mastodon
	YouTube


	

		
			Become a Patron!
	Confident Computing Newsletter
	The Ask Leo! Store


	

		
			About Ask Leo! and Leo Notenboom
	Contact Ask Leo!
	Ads vs. Recommendations
	Privacy Policy, Terms & Conditions
	Affiliate Disclosure



I may receive compensation for purchases you make using links on this site. This doesn't affect my recommendations or the price you pay. More details at Reviews & Affiliate Links

	

						

				

			

					
			
								
					© 2024 Ask Leo! • Built with GeneratePress				

			

		
		



 




This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.
Additional information is available at https://askleo.com/creative-commons-license/.




					
				        
        

Technology with Confidence
You can do this! Gain more confidence with your technology by subscribing to my Confident Computing weekly email newsletter. Advice, instruction, tips and tricks to stay safe and get more out of your technology ... with confidence!


Subscribe today and get your copy of the FREE edition of my most important book: The Ask Leo! Guide to Staying Safe on the Internet -- Things you can do NOW to keep yourself safe and secure.

YOUR EMAIL:





			
						
					
	




























        
        
        

        













